Actat. 03.]       GoldsmitJis country lodgings.               209
had taken lodgings, at a farmer's house, near to the six milestone, on the Kdgeware road, and had carried down his books in two returned post-chaises, lie said, he believed the farmer's family thought him an odd character, similar to that in which The Spectator appeared to his landlady and her children : he was The Gentleman*. Mr. Mickle, the translator of The Lnsiad\ and I went to visit him at this place a few days afterwards. lie was not at home; but having a curiosity to see his apartment, we went in and found curious scraps of descriptions of animals, scrawled upon the wall with a black lead pencil9.
The subject of ghosts being introduced, Johnson repeated what he had told me of a friend of his, an honest man, and a man of sense, having asserted to him, that he had seen an apparition*. Goldsmith told us, he was assured by his brother, the Reverend Mr. Goldsmith, that: he also had seen one. General Oglc'lhoqn* told us, that Prendergast, an officer in the Duke of Marlbormigh's army, had mentioned to many of his friends, that lu; should die on a particular day. That upon that, day a battle took place with the French; that after it was over, and 1'ivmk'rgast was still alive, his
1 ' Upon my opening tin* door the young women broke olT their discourse, Imt my landlady's daughters telling thrm that it was nobody but the Gentleman (for that is the name that I go by in the neighbourhood an well as in the family), they went, on without minding me.' Sfitcfrttw, No. 12.
9 The author also of the AW//W <>f ('tttunw Jfiifl. See Scott's hi-troduclitm to Kt'nilworth. Bishop Home nays that ' Mickle inserted in the /.//«Wun angry note against (Jarriek, who, us he thought, had used him ill by rejecting a tragedy of his.' Shortly afterwards, he. saw Garrirk act for the first time. The play was I.ear. ' During the Orst three acts he said not a word. In a fine passage, of the fourth he fetched a deep sigh, and turning to a friend, " I wish," said he,"the note was out of my book." ' Homo's A'.«v?i'.v, ed. 1808, p. 38. See^^v/, under Dec. 24,1783, and Garrick'n hitter in Hoswoll's Hebrides, Oct. 23,
1773-9 The farmer's son told Mr. Prior that' he had felt much reluctance
in erasing during necessary repairs these memorials.1    Prior's Goldsmith, ii. 335. 4 See anlt\ ii. 204.
II.-.....14                                                          brotherage to which Johnson alluded is to be found (I conjecture) in the /'/fwv//.y.w, 1. iijuj. J, BUSWKLL, JUN.
